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Barton Brother's Warehouse late 19th century
Centreville

Private

This small frame warehouse was constructed in the
latter part of the 19th century, and served as a car-
venter's shon for Christorher P, Walters from about
1893 to 1914, Walters was » respected carpenter and
builder who worked in Centreville throughout the late
19th and early ?0th century. More than thirty buildings
in Centreville can definitely be attributed to Walters,
including the McKenney Building on Commerce Streeat
(QA-324), built in 1892, and a house constructed in
1888 for Mrs, Newnam at 306 Chesterfield Avenue :
(pA-343), ‘ ’

It is unclear whether Walters built or purchased
the shon, as he naid $500 for the lot in 1893. Although
there is no mention of a building, the sale price
suggests the shon was Aalready there. 1In 1914 Walters
sold the building and lot to Charles Kenton for
$1,000. This deed notes that the building was formerly
occupied by Walters As a carpenter's shop. 1In 1923,
Kenton so0ld the property to W. M. and W. E. Barton.

The Barton Brothers were wicdely known in this region
as skilled cabinetmakers, and evidently used the
building at times for both a shon and a warehouse for
lunber, furniture, and other materials. In 1953
William Marvin Barton deeded his interest in the
pronerty to his bhrother, William Edward Barton, and
following Edward's death the nronerty descended to
his daughter, Katherine Barton Johnson.
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GESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Barton Brothers Warehouse is located on
the north side of Railroad Avenue in Centreville,
cne-half block east of Commerce Street.
This small frame building was probkably
constructed in the late 19th century by Christopher
F. Walters, a local carpenter and builder, and was

used by him as a carmenter's shop. It is two

ctories high and three bays wide, with a shed roof

'
sloping to the rear. ©Originally the building was
one roomn deep, 19 feet wide by 22 feet deen, with
an unfinished loft on the second floor. Later
changes included an eight foot addition across the
rear and modifications to the interior.

On the front (south) facade, facing Railroad
Avenue, there is a double katten door in the center
bay flanked by a single shuttered window on each
side, and three 6/6 windows on the second floor.
The building rests on brick niers and is covered
with »lain horizontal weatherboards and wide,
beaded cornerkoards, A false front cornice across
the sccond floor eave conceals the ched roof from

view. The cornice has a deen soffit, heveled

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



) SIGNIFICANCE Gk-35/

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREMISTORIC _ARCHEQOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RILIGION
1400-1499 —ARCHEQOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION — LAW —-SCIENCE
—-150G-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—.1600-1699 X _ARCHITECTURE .EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 — ART —ENGINEERING —-MUSIC —_THEATER
2(_1800-1899 . COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
X 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POUTICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER iSPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small frame warehouse was constructed
in the latter vart of the 19th century, and served
as a carrenter's shovo for Christopher P. Walters
from about 1893 to 1514, Walters was a respected
carnenter and builder who worked in Centreville
throughout the late 19th and early 20th century.
More than thirty buildings in Centreville can
definitely bhe attributed to Walters, including
the McKenney Building on Commerce Street (Qa-324),
built in 1892, and a house constructed in 1888
for Mrs. Newnam at 306 Chesterfield Avenue (Qa-343).
It is unclear whether Walters built or
nurchased the shon, as he paid $§500 for the lot
in 1893.(1) Although there is no mention of a
building, the sale nrice suggests the shop was
already there. 1In 1914 Walters sold the building
and lot to Charles Kenton for $l,000.(2) This deed

notes that the building was formerly occunied by

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

crown mold, and projecting drip cap above the crown
mold. It turns the corner at each end of the facade,
but is not continued across either side wall.

The west wall is covered with unwpainted vertical
board siding without battens. There are no window or
door openings in this facade. The east wall 1is
partially covered by a modern one-story building. The
exposed part of this facade is covered with corrugaced
metal roofing nailed over the vertical board siding.
The rear wall is compvletely covered by a large warehouse
on the adjoining property.

The interior originally consisted of a single room
on the first floor with an unfinished loft above. When
the eight-foot addition was made to the rear, the
original rear wall was taken down and replaced with a
partition wall closer to the front of the building,
resulting in a two room plan. The interior walls of
the front room on the first floor are lined with horizon-
tal sheathing boards: the stud walls are left exposed
in the back room. A ladder in the northwest corner
of the front room provides the only access to the
second floor. The upper story is unfinished, with a

few loose boards laid on top of the joists., Evidently
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.2 DESCRIPTION

this has always served as storage for lumber and
furniture. All of the exposed framing, both in the
loft and under the first floor, is circular sawn and

machine nailed.
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" CONTINUATION SHEET

8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Walters as a carpenter's shop. 1In 1923, Kenton sold
the property to W. M. and W. E. Barton.(3) The

Barton Brothers were widely known in this region as
skilled cabinetmakers, and evidently used the building
at times for both a shop and a warehouse for lumber,
furniture, and other materials. In 1953 William
Marvin Barton deeded his interest in the proverty

to his brother, William Edward Barton,(4) and following
Edward's death'the property descended to his daughter,

. (5)
Katherine Barton Johnson.



(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Deeds

Deeds

Deeds

Deeds

Deeds

QA-351

LD 1, folio 414, August 6, 1893,

WFW 5, folio 261. January 30, 1914.
BHT 1, folio 49. December 4, 1923.

TSP 44, folio 564. December 19, 1953.

MWM 153, folio 593. June 28, 1979.
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QA-351 Barton Brothers Warehouse
Railroad Avenue
Centreville, Maryland

Orlando Ridout V 1979



